MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BROCKENHURST PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 16th DECEMBER 2008 AT BROCKENHURST VILLAGE HALL 

Present:
Mr. T. Masefield
Chairman


Mr. J. Korbey
Dr. M. Lockwood

 
Mr. H. Oram
Mrs. R. Rollin


Mr. G. Taylor
Mr. K. Whittle



Cllr. M. Holding


Mrs. M. Pattison
Parish Clerk


Mr. A. Parker
Lymington Times



and 5 members of the public.

Public Presentments

Col. P. Sweet asked whether anything could be done to remove the chewing gum from the village pavements. He reported that we now have a new Chief Constable who says he will specialise in rural areas, although Col. Sweet says that he has not seen a policeman on the beat.

Mr. Broomfield reported that the white lines in Mill Lane have still not been re-aligned. He reported flooding again on the Balmer Lawn Road under the railway bridge.

1.
Apologies for absence:
Mr. J. Wingham
Mr. J. Purkess
Mr. A. Burks
2.
Declarations of Interest - None.

3.
To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th November 2008. The Minutes were agreed and signed.

4.
Matters Arising

i) A date is to be arranged with BVT for the next liaison meeting. Action: JK/JW.
ii)
The bushes along the footpath at Burley Road have been cut back and the surface is to be re-dressed.

5. County Councillor’s Report

In the absence of Councillor Thornber, there was no report.

6.
District Councillor's Report

Mrs. Holding reported that Christmas cards can now be put in the clear recycling sacks but that wrapping paper cannot. The District Council has signed up to the Nottingham Declaration on recycling and climate change.

Enquiries will be made to see whether a chewing gum removal machine could be hired as they are very expensive. Action: MH.
Mrs. Holding will enquire whether the builders of the houses in Mill Lane are responsible for moving the white lines.

We have received a letter from NFDC regarding the parking control measures in Chestnut Road which will be taken up by Mrs. Holding, as will the issue of the diversions during the closure of the level crossing. Action: MH.
7. Reports

Mr. Taylor reported on the two planning meetings on 25th November and 15th December. The new dwelling at Weirs End was refused by the NPA today although we supported it. Regarding the enforcement parish list, items appear to stay on the list for many years with no apparent action and we would like the enforcement officer to come to talk to us about it. Mr. Taylor thanked his fellow councillors on the planning committee for their support over the last year.

Mr. Masefield reported on the Community Rail Partnership meeting on 4th December. Another event like the one in the summer may be held next year and it is hoped that a map board can be installed at the station. Other sites are being looked at as possibilities for re-opening the halt at Ampress for the hospital. Mrs. Holding noted that there is no public transport to or from the hospital after six in the evening.

In the absence of Mr. Wingham, Mr. Masefield reported on the P & R meeting held on 2nd December. The recommendations for grant aid, sick pay and Christmas bonus for the groundsman, and the use of casual labour over the Christmas holidays were all unanimously approved.

8.
National Park Authority
i) We have received an acknowledgement of our response to the consultation draft of the Management Plan.

ii) We have taken our complaint to the Ombudsman but have been told orally that complaints cannot be accepted from Parish Councils, only from individuals. This is contrary to the advice given to us by Defra and we will take the issue further.

iii) We have responded to the consultation on direct elections to National Park Authorities but were not confident when the acknowledgement thanked us for our response on the Northumberland National Park.

9.
Purchase of new noticeboards for Brookley Road

We have obtained quotes for the new boards which come to £3032 including powder coating, which should last much longer than paint. This is from a company in Somerset whose representative has been to see the site. The purchase was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously. Action: Clerk.
10.
Precept Requirement for 2009/10

In the absence of Mr. Wingham, Mr. Masefield reported on the recommendation for the precept for the forthcoming year. It was noted that in six of the last seven years our increase has been below inflation and sometimes has been negative. Significant expenditure is proposed on the churchyard, playground and noticeboards and a large sum will be taken from the reserves. A precept of £58445 was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously, which represents an increase of £6 per year per Band D dwelling.

11.
Newsletter
The draft was circulated and the Clerk requested that any changes be notified by tomorrow lunchtime as it must go to the printer before Christmas.

12.
New Model Publication Scheme
The Clerk reported that a new publication scheme must be adopted by 1st January 2009, and this was agreed with one abstention. There was some discussion regarding imposition of the scheme and whether we should register our concern about this.

13.
Correspondence

The NPA have started the process of appointment of a successor to Mrs. Halford, but there will not be a candidate from Brockenhurst.

HCC have written to explain why roundels cannot be painted on the surface of Meerut Road. They have also given us the results of the speed survey in Brookley Road which show that the average speed there is below 21 mph.

BVT are holding an evening event to celebrate the opening of the stage on January 10th, with tickets at £5 each.

14.
Accounts for payment. Proposed, seconded and agreed.
15.
Any Other Business

Mr. Korbey congratulated the Business Association on the very successful Christmas evening on 12th December.

Mr. Taylor reported that an advertisement has appeared on a pole at Waters Green for the new MoT centre. Enforcement will be advised.

Mrs. Rollin requested that the corner of Rhinefield Road and Meerut Road be put on the gritting schedule as cars frequently skid there in icy conditions.

Mr. Masefield reported that Mr. Purkess has tendered his resignation as a Parish Councillor after almost thirty years. His family connections go back almost a hundred years. The councillors were very sad to hear this news but Mr. Purkess hopes to be present at the Annual Parish Meeting when a presentation can be made to him.

16.
Date of next meeting: 20th January 2009. The meeting closed at 8.35 pm. and was followed by mince pies and a glass of wine.

