MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BROCKENHURST PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON TUESDAY 18th NOVEMBER 2008 AT BROCKENHURST VILLAGE HALL
 
 
 
Present:                     Mr. T. Masefield     Chairman
                                  Mr. A. Burks          Mrs. M. Holding
                                  Mr. J. Korbey        Dr. M. Lockwood
                                  Mr. H. Oram          Mrs. R. Rollin
                                  Mr. G. Taylor         Mr. K. Whittle
                                  Mr. J. Wingham
 
                                  Mrs. M. Pattison     Parish Clerk
 
                                  Lymington Times    
 
                                  and 7 members of the public.
 
Public Presentments
 
The problems with the microphone system continue and it was not possible to use the system at all on this occasion. Action: BVT.
 
Col. Sweet requested the council's support for the installation of two pedestrian crossings, one in Grigg Lane and one between the Post Office and Londis. There are now two 40-ton lorries in the village every day and the daytime population is doubled by the students.
 
Mr. Bennett thanked the Parish Council for their assistance in providing the zebra crossing at the school. He addressed the councillors on the proposed parking measures for Partridge Road, stating that they will cause huge problems for the residents. He suggested that a residents' parking scheme could be introduced under the Transport Management Act 2004 and that such a scheme is in place in Salisbury.
 
Mr. Broomfield asked whether the white lines in Mill Lane could be re-painted and raised concerns about the size of vehicles using the road, some very large tractors with trailers of bales. He commented that the North Road development is out of proportion with its site.
 
Cdr. Budgett reported that action has been taken to follow-up his contact with the Police regarding the flour thrown at his car.
 
1.        Apologies for absence:    Mr. J. Purkess      Cllr. K. Thornber
 
2.        Declarations of Interest:       None.
 
3.        Minutes of the Meeting held 21st October 2008 These were proposed, seconded and signed as a correct record.
 
4.        Matters Arising:
 
i)        The level crossing closure had brought chaos to Balmer Lawn Road as the railway bridge had flooded and had been closed by the Police. The combination of many piglets, roadworks and large lorries was less than ideal. The problem appears to be that gravel gets washed into the pipes under the bridge. It was agreed that we will write to NFDC. Action: Clerk/Chairman.
 
ii)       The Remembrance Service went off very well on Sunday 9th. We had the assistance of several police officers and PCSOs, which we greatly appreciated. The Clerk's early action in arranging the temporary road closure was commended.
 
iii)      The Parking control measures consultation period has now closed. The Chairman reported that the Clerk had opened the office at a weekend and an evening so that residents could view the plans. Following on from Mr. Bennett's statement, it was noted that there may be policy differences between Wiltshire and Hampshire but this will be followed up. If an exception can be made here we should press for it. We will take this up with NFDC and HCC. Action: Clerk/Chairman.
 
iv)      Mr. Trist has received a response to his enquiry regarding the number of Brockenhurst residents who have been allocated affordable housing here and it appears to be very positive.
 
5.         County Councillor's Report
 
In the absence of Councillor Thornber, there was no report.
 
6.         District Councillor's Report
 
Mrs. Holding has checked on an enforcement issue in Wootton and it has been done according to the rules. There may be another one to follow up.
 
The issue of fluoridisation of the water in Southampton was discussed. This issue attracts strong feelings on both sides of the debate. Mrs. Holding urged all those with a view to write to the Southampton Health Authority.
 
7.        Reports:
 
Mr. Taylor reported on the Planning Committee meeting on 28th October where only four applications were discussed. There are several enforcement issues ongoing at present, 1a Fathersfield and 39a Auckland Avenue steps. At the NPA meeting this morning 3 and 4 Fathersfield was passed but subject to comment by the EA due to the flooding issues. It was noted that the permitted development rules changed on 1st October and these will be discussed at the next planning meeting. Mr. Taylor had been interviewed for a BBC TV South East programme on the South Downs National Park, and asked about our experience of the NPA's planning procedures and lack of democratic accountability. 
 
Mr. Korbey reported on the latest Consultative Panel meeting which was chaired by Mike Seddon. The main topics of discussion were waste disposal and fly-tipping, and the National Park Consultation Draft.
 
Mr. Whittle gave a report on the Passenger Transport Forum held on 15th November. He had a useful discussion on increasing the parking at the station. We shall be at the next meeting of the Community Rail Partnership.
 
8.         National Park Authority
 
i)        Our response to the Consultation Draft was delivered to the NPA on Friday. A copy will be put on our website. The feeling among the councillors is that the workshops have not informed the final document and that consultation has not properly taken place. There is cynicism and suspicion about the process and intention of the Plan. Mrs. Holding reported that 9000 replies have been received. A tailor-made NPA would have been much better for the Forest as it is unique. The NPA intends to hold meetings with Parish Councils to share the results and these must be compared to the responses that were made to ensure they are reflected. A revised draft should be ready for NPA member approval in spring 2009. Mrs. Holding will find out whether the new draft will be decided on a majority vote or a unanimous basis.
 
ii)       We have received a letter from Steve Avery in response to our complaint regarding planning. This is not considered to satisfy our grievance and we will now take the issue to the LG Ombudsman. This will be discussed further at the planning meeting.
 
iii)      The consultation on direct elections to National Park authorities finishes at the end of November. The Clerk will remind councillors of the website address for the documents. Comments should be sent to the Clerk by next Monday if possible for incorporation into our response. At present the majority of members are appointed rather than elected, even indirectly. Action: Clerk/Chairman.
 
9.        Flooding and Highways
 
Burley Road and Sway Road suffered badly again with floods last Monday. The main issue appears to be that ditches and gullies are not kept clear. We will ask HCC for its list of routine maintenance jobs to see how they are dealing with the problems identified in the recent past. Action: Clerk/Chairman. It was noted that the footpath at the Forest Park Hotel has been re-surfaced. 
 
10.      Correspondence
 
The NFDC Chairman has offered to attend public events if we would like him to.
 
The DCLG has issued a consultation on a Code of Conduct for officers and review of the Code for Councillors, mostly regarding official and non-official capacity, and it is felt that we should respond. The closing date is 24th December. Action: Clerk.
 
Cdr. R. Budgett has written to report an incident of flour throwing on Halloween which has now been followed up by the Safer Neighbourhoods Team.
 
NF Access Forum have sent letters of thanks for attendance at Forest Access Workshop and have promised follow-up information.
 
11.      Accounts for payment
 
i)             Information Commissioner - renewal of scheme - £35
ii)            J. Malcom & Son - mowing - £42
iii)           Gates - petrol - £4.89
iv)           Petty Cash - £50
v)            Greenhams - Safety boots and road sign - £70
vi)           BVH - room hire - £58.63
vii)          Allied Office Machines - photocopying contract - 45.32
viii)         HM Revenue and Customs - PAYE & NIC - £44.86
ix)           NFDC - waterproof clothes - £82.93
x)            New Forest Pest Control - wasp nest - £50
xi)           Travelling expenses 12th and 17th November - £84.
 
12.      Any Other Business
 
The Clerk reminded councillors that the budget is in preparation next week and any requirements should be passed on by Monday.
 
The College has invited all councillors to a Christmas Concert on Monday 1st December.
 
A new Model Publication Scheme has to be adopted at the next meeting so will be on the agenda. Action: Clerk.
 
The issue of crossings in Grigg Lane and Brookley Road will be taken up with Cllr. Thornber. Action: Clerk/Chairman.
 
If people have concerns regarding the weight of vehicles on the roads they can use the VOSA telephone reporting line.
 
A BVT liaison meeting is needed and this will be discussed at their meeting tomorrow evening.
 
It was noted that the new traffic direction sign has been installed at the bottom of The Rise.
 
The NFDC Farming and Food Festival on 1st November was cancelled but some people turned up unaware.
 
18.      Date of Next Meeting
 
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. Date of next meeting: 16th December 2008.
