MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BROCKENHURST PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 21st OCTOBER 2008 AT BROCKENHURST VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Mr. T. Masefield
Chairman


Mr. A. Burks
Mrs. M. Holding


Mr. J. Korbey
Dr. M. Lockwood


Mr. H. Oram
Mrs. R. Rollin



Mr. G. Taylor
Mr. K. Whittle

 
Mr. J. Wingham


Cllr. K. Thornber



Mrs. M. Pattison
Parish Clerk


Lymington Times



and approx. 40 members of the public.

Public Presentments

Mrs. Connolly, the daughter of Mrs. May Connolly who was knocked down last month, asked the Parish Council for its view on whether a pedestrian crossing should be provided in Brookley Road.

Mr. Hume from Wootton protested against the NPA Enforcement Department taking action over a shed which he says is definitely non-residential. He commended the Council on the recent Press Release and highlighted the issue of recreational horse-keeping.

Mr. Hughes requested that a public meeting be held to give views on the NPA Management and Recreation Consultation Drafts, and stated that the documents are hard to understand and unclear.

Mr. Turner commented that we would have 30,000 extra houses in Brockenhurst and Mrs. Waugh wondered whether we would have more second homes or real affordable housing.

1.
Apologies for absence: 
Mr. J. Purkess

2.
Declarations of Interest:
None.

3.
Minutes of the Meeting held 16th September 2008 These were proposed, seconded and signed as a correct record.

4.
Matters Arising:

i)
At the meeting on 29th September for the Village 30 Project, it was agreed that the speed limit will be reduced on both the north and south approaches of the A337, although on the south side the reduction is not as great as we would have liked. There has been another fatality there recently. The speed limit at Latchmoor will be rationalised to include the area near the houses in the 30 mph limit.

ii)
PC Hunt has now retired and taken a civilian post with the Police in Lymington. His successor is Shaun Ryan.

5.
County Councillor's Report

Councillor Thornber reported that he is meeting the new Chief Constable in the next two weeks and will be raising the subject of enforcement of speed limits, and having a greater police presence on the roads and streets particularly by using the PCSOs.

He responded to Mrs. Connolly by offering a traffic survey on Brookley Road, although he advised caution as the formula has to be met for a crossing.

He attended the HAT this afternoon and confirmed that the new speed limits will be in place by April 2009.

Regarding the NPA Consultation Draft, the HCC Cabinet will be debating the plan in public next Monday and the outcome will be available on their website. Cllr. Thornber reiterated that highways, lighting and rights of way are the County's statutory responsibility and they will not be delegated to the NPA. The document does not balance the needs of the New Forest with the social and economic well-being of the people who live here. This is the smallest National Park with the largest population and zones of development are out of place. The plan would stifle development such as schools or new homes in some areas. Communities of interest rather than location such as dog walkers, riders or cyclists are not having their needs served by the National Park. Reduction of street lighting would not be appropriate in the Forest. The concept of Service Villages is a worry to HCC. Ten affordable homes per year for the next 20 years is not enough and limiting them to the Service Villages is against reasonable economic planning.

Cllr. Thornber offered to explore how patrols by ACSOs could be increased if we are not able to secure a contribution towards a PCSO with the College.

6.
District Councillor's Report

Mrs. Holding responded to Mr. Hume that she will investigate the enforcement issue. She also reported that the name sign at Vinney's Close cannot have an apostrophe.

There are concerns over the safety of mobility scooters ridden on pavements after some recent incidents.

Mrs. Holding gave the history of the NPA and stated that there are 20 board members, of whom two-thirds are government appointees and one third indirectly elected from Parish Councils, District Councils and the County Council. They are an unelected body putting forward proposals that the people don't want. The proposals are causing distress to people who feel they may have to get rid of horses.  The District Council cabinet will be debating the issue on the first Wednesday of next month.

The status of the NPA document was questioned and the process used to develop it, and what the next step will be. Various bodies were invited to attend meetings and asked what they wanted to happen in the future. The balance of attendees was strongly towards conservation people with only one for tourism and the economy. The NPA intends to index all the letters it receives and has extended the deadline by two weeks. There is consensus on some issues and it is crucial that what is accepted is what is wanted. There is also concern that disproportionate weight will be given to the views of some over others.

7.
National Park Authority
i)
Response to Consultation Draft. The recent discussions keep returning to the non-elected status of the National Park Authority and that our planning decisions are often over-ruled. There are concerns that there is a hidden agenda behind the plan and that other things could be pushed through at a later date. When the NPA was being set up the Parish Councils had to fight to get their four representatives on the board, it could have been even fewer.

The Chairman underlined that Parish Councils are non-political and cautioned that a political strand is emerging in the Forest meetings held so far. The documents do not show the evidence which has informed the views expressed in it. There is no detail of the cost of the measures, nor of any method of enforcement. The question was raised as to whether a further consultation is planned after the responses to this one have been collated, as this is called a Consultation Draft. The Forest is a living and working landscape and this document is felt to be "woolly" and needs thorough clarification, it is often contradictory and the map is poor. Mr. Chatters has informed us today that he is writing to invite the four Service Villages to have a meeting with him.

The planning policies, such as PPGs and PPSs will remain in force and must still be complied with. The NPA does not have the power to legislate.

We have been sent an extract from the National Park Act of 1995 which states that residents must be protected and exempt from tools used to manage visitors.

At the Service Village meeting the questions must be asked as to what the definition is and what are the benefits are to the villages, what visitor attractions would be re-sited here and what the zoning means.

The Verderers have been in place for 900 years and the Forest has evolved in that time. It is important that future policy is not imposed on us.

The Forest saw great changes at the end of the sixties when the fencing and gridding took place, the car parks and campsites were introduced. The loss of freedom was seen as a trade-off for the protection of the Forest. Policies have been introduced which have changed the emphasis from recreation to conservation and many of the earlier changes would not have been allowed now. It is reasonable to have protection zoning in some areas and conservation is more important than recreation at some times of the year to protect birds. The documents are not clear enough on these policies.

When we reply to the NPA we will ask again for an extension to the end of the year for the consultation period. It was agreed that we will have a working party to draft our response on Wednesday 5th November with drafts being submitted to the Clerk on Tuesday 4th so that they can be distilled into a working document. If the deadline is extended then consideration will be given to holding a public meeting.

ii)
Complaints procedure re: planning. We have written to the NPA to invoke their complaints procedure over the planning application on Meadowbank. Our case will be taken up with the Ombudsman if the response is unsatisfactory.

8.
Reports
The Chairman gave a report of the Forest Access meeting held on 17th September which was well attended and well informed. Cycling was one of the main issues.

Mr. Korbey gave a report of the HALC AGM on 27th September which was attended by 62 councils. The best website award was won by Ringwood and a resolution to request that banking legislation be brought up to date to allow electronic methods was carried.

The Clerk gave a report of the meeting with the College on 29th September. The College is interested in contributing towards the cost of a PCSO for the village, and the Parish Council will be invited to see the plans for the building project during November.

Mr. Taylor gave a report of the most recent Planning Committee meeting which was relatively quiet with just six applications. 

Mr. Oram reported on the Amenities Committee on 7th October. The grant application for the renovation of the Berkeley Piggot grave was unsuccessful but the renovation was proposed by Dr. Lockwood, seconded by Mr. Taylor and agreed unanimously. Contributions will be sought. 

9.
Correspondence

Mr .and Mrs. Wicks have written to thank the Parish Councillors for their work and to suggest that the noticeboard should be replaced.

Friends of Brockenhurst have invited the councillors to their AGM on November 14th.

Mr. Trist has written to enquire about who is allocated the social housing in Mill Lane and whether it is possible to find out whether the people have Brockenhurst connections. Mrs. Holding will see whether she is able to find out. He is also concerned over the large lorries mounting the kerb as they turn into Mill Lane.

The level crossing will be closed from 0100 on Saturday 1st November until 0400 on Monday 3rd. This may cause problems in Mill Lane with it being designated as the main diversion route in both directions. The Clerk will talk to Nick Hunt to see whether some traffic could be diverted at Setley to come down Sway Road.

BVT have written to request more signage to the village hall around the village. The new signs at the bottom of Highwood Road have recently been installed.

10.
Accounts for payment. Proposed, seconded and agreed.

i) Streets Ironmongers - supplies - £28.10

ii) J. Malcom & Son - mowing - £82

iii) Gates - petrol - £28.77

iv) BVT - office rent (six months) - £1706

v) SLCC - Regional Conference - £7.88 VAT

vi) Viking Direct - supplies - £56.35

vii) Q Print - newsletter printing - £99.25

viii) BVH - room hire - £94.80

ix) W.E. Barnes, tree surgeons - playground trees - £323.13

x) HM Revenue and Customs - PAYE & NIC - £2022.10

xi) Plants for the War Memorial - £91

xii) Remembrance Parade road sign - £50 approx

xiii) Employment seminar - 17.11 - £25.

11.
Any Other Business
The Clerk reported that the groundsman, Kevin Baker, has a new daughter, born last Monday.

The parking control measures will be advertised in the Lymington Times this week and the Clerk will open the office on Saturday morning, 1st November and Tuesday evening, 4th so that people can see them.

The Remembrance Service is on Sunday 9th November at 9.45 am. Could councillors please let the Clerk know how many people will attend.

12.
Date of Next Meeting

The meeting closed at 9.20 pm. Date of next meeting: 18th November 2008.

