MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF BROCKENHURST PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 20th MAY 2008 AT BROCKENHURST VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Mr. T. Masefield
Chairman


Mr. A. Burks
Mrs. M. Holding


Mr. J. Korbey
Dr. M. Lockwood


Mr. H. Oram
Mr. J. Purkess


Mr. G. Taylor


Mr. K. Whittle 
Mr. J. Wingham


Cllr. K. Thornber



Mrs. M. Pattison
Parish Clerk


Lymington Times



and 15 members of the public.

Public Presentments

Mr. Podmore of Waters Green addressed the council on the problems experienced by the residents by the students parking. The roads are obstructed to an extent which would not allow an emergency vehicle to pass. The residents would like to have yellow lines put down.

Mr. Wingate reported that the surface of the A337 between Meerut Road and Brockenhurst Bridge needs attention.

PC Hunt reported that the Police Surgeries are a very valuable service to the public and the Police are pleased with the results.

1.
Election of Chairman. Mr. Masefield, proposed by Mr. Oram and seconded by Mr. Purkess, was elected unanimously as Chairman.

2.
Election of Vice-Chairman. Dr. Lockwood, proposed by Mr. Taylor and seconded by Mr. Masefield, was elected unanimously as Vice-Chairman.

3.
Declarations of Acceptance of Office. Declarations of acceptance of office were signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and returned to the Clerk.

4.
Apologies for absence: 
Mrs. R. Rollin


5.
Declarations of Interest:
None.

6.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th April 2008 and to confirm the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd April 2008. These were proposed, seconded and signed as a correct record.

7.
Matters Arising:

i)
Annual Parish Meeting. The general feeling was that it had been a successful meeting although possibly a little too long. Serving coffee at the start was a good idea.

ii)
Cycling Strategy. We are not making any headway in getting the cycle route signed along Balmer Lawn Road rather than Mill Lane. If the situation changes then HCC can do another safety audit which may lead to a change. 

iii)
Village 30 Project. We have received a letter from Cllr. Kendal to assure us that the speed limit on the approach to the village will be reviewed in due course. There are moves afoot to give villages a 20 mph limit. It was noted that some signage appears to have been moved recently.

iv)
Watersplash. The revised plan for the watersplash, which now has a dropped kerb at the approach to the bridge, was approved. Action: Clerk.
8.
County Councillor's Report

Councillor Thornber reported that he has concerns over the state of the roads in Hampshire generally, although they are better than many other counties. He hopes to find a way of improving them further, particularly regarding communication with utility companies.

The restrictions on taking trailers to the waste sites have been eased for the general public.

The park and walk scheme at the College is not yet in place as planning permission may be needed.

Cllr. Thornber offered to bring two or three of his senior Highway Engineers to a meeting to discuss the problems that Brockenhurst suffers. This offer was welcomed appreciatively by the Chairman. With the agreement of the councillors, item 12 was brought forward for discussion with Cllr. Thornber. The meeting with the Highway officers will address all the issues of parking problems, 30mph limits, cycle routes, surfacing, footpaths etc. 

9.
District Councillor's Report

Mrs. Holding reported that the open-top bus service will be re-starting from this weekend, running each hour in both directions, and the pink rubbish sacks are to be phased out to return to black ones. The proposed new National Park Development Plan will be finalised at a meeting in June and will then go out to consultation.

10.
Election of Committees and Representatives
The Committee membership will remain the same this year. The Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Management Committee will remain as Mr. Place, Mr. Wingham will replace Mr. Burks as a Director of the Village Trust,  other appointments will remain the same with Mr. Place representing us on the NF Passenger Transport Forum. The Chairman will remain on the Community Rail Partnership. Mr. Purkess thanked Mr. Burks for his work as a Director of BVT over the last four years.

11.
Possible nature reserve

In his address to the APM the Chairman referred to an idea to make a nature reserve/walking area and it was agreed that we should go ahead to find out how much the land might cost to purchase. Action: Clerk.
12.
Parking problems. This item was discussed with Cllr. Thornber earlier in the meeting.

13.
Community service work

The Clerk suggested three locations where work could be undertaken by the community service people, Back Church Lane, Angel Valley, Footpath 11 from Sway Road to East Bank Road, as ditches need to be cleared and paths resurfaced. It was agreed that this should be arranged if possible. Action: Clerk.
14. 
Reports

The Chairman gave a report on the recent College visit when the student parking situation was among the issues discussed.

Mr. Oram gave a report on the recent Consultative Panel meeting. Two new houses have been built at Anderwood for occupation by commoners.

Mr. Taylor reported on our planning meeting in April and the National Park planning committee this morning at which the outline plans for the College re-development were passed.

The Clerk gave a report on the Lyndhurst Traffic Management Strategy meeting on 8th May. A park-and-ride bus service is to run from Brockenhurst and Ashurst stations during the summer and parking provision was raised as an issue for investigation. 

15.
Correspondence

The Forestry Commission have sent the new lease for the allotments for us to sign. Action: Clerk.
HCC are establishing a Living Links Community Archive and it is hoped that someone will be able to attend the meeting at the end of June. 

The CWGC have written commending the excellent state of the War Graves plot.

The SLCC are running a Cemetery Management seminar which the Clerk will attend.

HCC have responded to our letter concerning the pavements in Brookley Road and Rhinefield Road, and Amey will be surface dressing Grigg Lane during June.

BT have sent a list of phoneboxes that they intend to remove. Only one is shown in Brockenhurst but we are having difficulty identifying it at present as it has a Brockenhurst postcode and a Lyndhurst phone number. It was noted that the equipment has been removed from the phone box on Sway Road.

The CSP have sent a questionnaire on vandalism over the last year and the clerk requested information to be passed to her for completion. Action: Clerk.
Mr. Gilbert has written concerning the traffic problems in Tile Barn Lane. This will be an item for the meeting with Highway officers.

16.
Accounts for payment. Proposed, seconded and agreed.


i)
A & T
- APM Advert - £32.90


ii)
Allied Office Machines - photocopying - £45.32


iii)
Streets - supplies - £54.97


iv)
Brock Village Hall - Clerks' July meeting - £43.25


v)
Gates - petrol - £14.98


vi)
Southern Electric - electricity bill - £51.06

17.
Any Other Business
The Clerk has received the Road Closure application forms for the Remembrance Parade and they are much more onerous than previously. Advice will be sought from HALC and from the RBL on how to comply with the requirements. Action: Clerk.
Mr. Wingham noted that grass cuttings have been dumped on Mill Lane and Beaulieu Road.

Mr. Korbey noted that an entrance to Black Bridge field is apparently being constructed from the main road.

Mr. Oram noted that the leaning pole at Burley Road has now been replaced with a new streetlight.

Mr. Taylor offered to identify the sites and take photographs for the meeting with the Highways officers.

Mr. Purkess noted that there has recently been another big accident at Setley and that perhaps that junction should be turned into a roundabout.

18.
Date of Next Meeting

The meeting closed at 9.15pm. Date of next meeting: 17th June 2008.

