MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BROCKENHURST PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 15th APRIL 2008 AT BROCKENHURST VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Mr. T. Masefield
Chairman


Mr. A. Burks
Mrs. M. Holding


Mr. J. Korbey
Mr. H. Oram


Mr. J. Purkess
Mrs. R. Rollin



Mr. K. Whittle 


Mrs. M. Pattison
Parish Clerk


Lymington Times



and 7 members of the public.

Public Presentments

Col. Peter Sweet reported that HCC has recently been granted £1m for recreation facilities for 8-10 year olds and suggested that some of this money should be allocated to Brockenhurst Primary School.

Mr. Wicks stated that his name had been spelt incorrectly in the last minutes and that several of the points he raised in his letter had not been fully recorded.

Mr. Broomfield reported that the new phone box has been installed in Brookley Road and wondered about the level of traffic on North Road when the College is re-developed.

Mrs. Wicks questioned whether it had been ethical for Mr. Purkess to discuss the number of vehicles delivering to Nisa without declaring an interest.

1.
Apologies for absence: 
Dr. M. Lockwood
Mr. G. Taylor 
Mr. J. Wingham 



Cllr. K. Thornber

2.
Declarations of Interest:
None.

3.
Minutes of the Meeting held 18th March 2008. These were proposed, seconded and signed as a correct record.

4.
Matters Arising:

i)
Mr. Masefield reported a disappointing response regarding the routing of the Strategic Cycle Network via Mill Lane. An over-all approach is needed to take account of the potential speed reduction on the A337, the linking to Hollands Wood campsite and the safety concerns over Mill Lane. It is felt that our views are often overlooked. The footpath which runs through Brockenhurst Park along Mill Lane could possibly be used for cycling which would improve safety, particularly if it were combined with a new track cut through from Back Church Lane to the main road. It was noted that the next meeting of the Cycling Strategy is 23rd April and we will try to input to it. Action: TM.
ii)
Mrs. Rollin has agreed that the airport noise monitoring equipment can be installed in her garden.

iii)
The Clerk reported that we are continuing to try to get the Village Centre sign on the main road showing the level crossing. Action: Clerk.
5.
County Councillor's Report

Councillor Thornber was absent as he is unwell.

6.
District Councillor's Report

The Corporate Plan for NFDC from 2008-2012 is being published. This covers the council's strategies on conservation, the local economy, health needs and community safety etc.

Mrs. Holding reported on a recent unsatisfactory experience by her husband using the train to go to Heathrow when he was let down by the replacement bus service and train connections resulting in having to take a taxi from Eastleigh at a cost of £70. This problem affected many other people and she urged the Parish Council to take the issue up with SWT on behalf of local residents. It was felt that we should take this up with the new station manager but that we will see whether the issue is raised at the APM before we do so.

This year's £500 grant has been awarded to BVT towards the cost of providing the dressing rooms.

7.
Reports
The Clerk reported on the recent planning meeting. Objections were made to the steps at 39A Auckland Avenue, the extension to the Cottage Hotel and the retention of the advertising boards at Latchmoor Court. Mr. Masefield asked Mrs. Holding, as a member of the NPA, whether there is any news on the potential relocation of their offices. She is unable to comment as that would preclude her from voting when the decision is made, if it is determined by the NPA.

It was noted from the minutes of the NFALC meeting on 20th March that the issue of double taxation regarding cemeteries has been raised with NFDC. We await developments with interest.

The Clerk reported on the recent meeting with Martin Devine to discuss the use of section 106 funding. It is intended for use to provide additional open space community facilities and we can suggest schemes to them for discussion.

8.
Annual Parish Meeting

The Clerk gave an update on the agenda for the APM. The Road Safety team are to make a presentation rather than just having a display stand there. Mr. Purkess requested that particular mention be made of the Churchyard as it is looking beautiful at the moment and is a credit to the groundsman and the Council.

9.
Correspondence

A report of the Lyndhurst Bypass Scrutiny Review and Peer Review has been received.

The Football Club has requested grant aid and this will be discussed at the next P&R meeting in July.

Parking problems continue to be reported in Avenue Road and Auckland Place and we are taking them up with NFDC. Action: Clerk.
The NPA has issued a Press Release requesting that local businesses offer to have a Local Information Point in their premises. We will offer our office for the purpose if no-one comes forward.

10.
Accounts for payment. Proposed, seconded and agreed.
i) Q-Print - newsletter printing - £88.38

ii) Streets Ironmongers - supplies - £4.74

iii) SPG Mowers - supplies - £11.35

iv) Edge Designs - Computer accounts support - £122.20

v) HALC - Planning seminar - £40

vi) HMCE - PAYE & NIC - £2170.85

vii) Petty Cash - £50.

11.
Any Other Business
Mr. Masefield reported that the next liaison meeting with the College takes place on 28th April and asked for issues that should be raised to be notified to the Clerk.

He also requested a liaison meeting with BVT and this will be arranged.

It is noted that the 150th anniversary of the opening of the Lymington railway line occurs this year. Celebrations are planned by the Community Rail Partnership and it is hoped that a steam train will be arranged to pull the train. Mr. Whittle reported that the last engine to do so is still running on the Watercress Line.

In addressing the presentments made earlier, Mr. Masefield, as a governor, will take up the sports equipment funding issue with the school. 

In responding to Mr. and Mrs. Wicks, he noted that the minutes of our meetings are not meant to be a verbatim record but an account of the main points and decisions. The issues raised have been discussed for many years and, whilst it is easy to find problems it is not so easy to find solutions. The legislation regarding interests was designed to prevent corruption and comments are always needed in order to have a discussion. Mr. Purkess noted that the lorries currently delivering to Tesco are smaller than the ones which used to deliver to his shop four years ago.

The College re-development will incorporate two new entrances on the main road and it is believed that the North Road entrance will be for emergency vehicles only.

It was reported that the toilets in Brookley Road have been painted yellow and blue. This was felt to be unacceptable bearing in mind the original controversy when they were built and should have been green and brown to fit in with the Forest.

A request was made that the sign at the bottom of Highwood Road be amended to show the way to the Parish Council office. This was requested many years ago without success. The closure of the watersplash sluices has recently been requested but will be chased up. Action: Clerk.
It was noted that the holes at the junction of Wilverley Road and Holmsley Road in Wootton have not been filled properly.

A meeting has been held recently at Waters Green to discuss the parking problems and the FC will build up the banks to help the situation. It was suggested that the extension of the yellow lines should be taken up again with NFDC.

It was noted that some issues arise continuously as Mr. Korbey reported that his grandfather had discussed traffic problems fifty years ago and that the Lyndhurst bypass has been discussed for a century.

The Clerk reported that we have received a video made in the snow ten days ago to put on our website and it was agreed that this should be done.

12.
Date of Next Meeting

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. Date of next meeting: 20th May 2008.
